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April
Period Trade Routes

U PCOMING M OOT & P RACTICES
Next. Moot: April 24th 1:00pm. at the home
of Lord Rogan & Lady Ariana. This will be a
work moot for the storage unit, so come prepared to get dirty.
Heavy Weapons and Fencing Practice, See the
Shire Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/102651729820675/
If you have anything you want to share, please
contact Lady Anna at:
hollyheise@gmail.com

Trade goods have always been the financial life blood of a community. People worked to produce
not only the goods they needed to sustain their lives, but they also made goods to trade or export. They bought luxuries. There are a number of documentable trade routs for specific goods.
There were routes by land and sea. There were routes for silk, for spices, and for incense. The
import-export industry was as it is today, continually in motion. Shipping these products was a
lucrative business; but it, like many investments came with risks.
One of the risks of operation was interacting with competitors and those who controlled commodities. The incense trade was controlled by the Arabs. They charged whatever they chose to.
The Chinese or Mongolians controlled the spice trade and the silk trade. The Ottoman Empire
governed transport of goods through its lands. The Ottomans or Persians produced fabrics which
were in high demand in Europe. Some of the other risks were bandits, pirates, wars, severe
weather, and sicknesses. Another challenge was to make certain that return trips carried goods
that were in demand elsewhere. Empty bins brought no profit.
Trade was influenced by growing season and by the predominant winds of a season. The Indian
Ocean has monsoons, which blow from the southwest during the summer months and from the
northeast in the autumn. During the European winter, shippers gathered trade goods from
warmer lands. Arabia, India and parts of northern Africa supplied incense, cotton, sugar, and
cedar wood. Olive oil, ceramics, and glass were gathered in the lands bordering the Mediterranean Sea. Rice, silk, ceramics, and spices were gathered in Asia. Many lands offered precious
and semi-precious gemstones.
Trade put some cities and countries on the map. It was the reason some wars were started. Trade
was the cause for some people to explore and communicate with the would at large. To defeat an
enemy, trade goods were withheld. Trade was and is a powerful industry.
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THE CHRONICLER’S QUILL

When Did Cane Sugar Come to Europe?
It has been believed by some that Sugar was first used by Polynesians. Others state that Sugar
cane was domesticated by the Papuan People of New Guinea. What is known is that in 510 BC
Emperor Darius The Great of the Achaemenian Empire, (the lands that became Persia) invaded India. In India he
found “the read which gives honey without bees” (The Emperor recorded this in the Bisotun Inscription Stone.
Sugar Cane processing was a guarded secret in India. The processed product was exported for market. Another
account stated that while Alexander The Great was conquering the Achaemenian Empire, one of his generals discovered sugar cane around 300 BC.
In 642 AD the Arabs invaded Persia and found sugar cane. They learned
how it was processed. As they conquered lands in northern Africa and
Spain, they planted sugar cane. During the eleventh century, Crusaders
returning home to northwestern Europe talked about a “new spice” In
1099 AD sugar was first recorded in England. The people of England did
much trade to obtain sugar from the East. Sugar was an expensive luxury
item in Northern Europe. When Cristoforo Colombo sailed to the New
World again in 1493, he took sugar cane plants to grow in the Caribbean.
These plants adapted and grew prolifically.
Anyone from the Viking era onwards can justify access to processed sugar, though in the earlier times it would have been a very rare and expensive
luxury anywhere outside of it’s home in the tropics. By the 16th century
sugar cane was well known and widely available even to members of the
new middle class.
To Serve,
Lady Anna Meyer

Woodcut, 1597, from John Gerard's 'Herbal
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P AGE 3

T HE T IME OF OUR L IVES : F ALCON ’ S KEEP M OOT MINUTES
March 6 Moot At Lord Pedro and Lady Emelye’s house
Recorded by Lord Pedro
Officer Reports:
Seneschal: Lady Kate informed the moot of an impending cleanup of the Northshield web site. Specifically, the admins of
the site will delete extra user profiles for Kingdom residents using the site, for greater ease of use. An e-mail will be sent to
Seneschals to match profiles to humans of the same name and determine duplicate accounts.
A request was made for the Shire for a small donation to the SCA 50 Volunteer Fund. This would likely go towards buying
door prizes for volunteers of the event, as an appreciation for their service. A $20.00 donation was voted on and approved.
A third entry on Lady Kate’s docket involved the probability of hosting the Live By The Sword event. This was withdrawn.
Chatelaine: Lady Kate attended the Evercon awards ceremony recently, with Lady Mary. The Shire received a donation for
their attendance and activities.
Lady Emelye announced that following the Moot, loaner garb would be sorted and new loaner garb (should there be any)
would be accepted/rejected. Lady Arianna, Lady Anna, and Lady Kiku brought garb for consideration. Lady Arianna also
volunteered to make new loaner garb and requested funds to buy material to do so. This was approved.
Rapier: Lord Justinian reports practices were going well. He bought new bags for equipment after the old bags failed due
to years of use and/or vermin.
Heavy Weapons: There is a need for new loaner helms. The old ones are beginning to show their age and may be becoming
dangerous for the user, as the padding inside will not protect from concussion injury as it once did.
An option was considered to vote at a future moot on having new helms made by a local and well known armorer for a
minimum of $250.00.
It was then pointed out that a major portion of the Shire population would be attending Gulf Wars, where there was a possibility of buying helms without the necessary wait time for building them. A vote was made to waive the usual $50.00 limit for voting on large purchases. This reflected the reality that there could be no vote on a Gulf Wars purchase at a moot
after the event was over. The buyer would then have the freedom to make a purchase if the opportunity presented itself.
Chronicler: March Mewsletter released March 5. Lady Anna encouraged more content for the Mewsletter, noting some of
her contributions. She also reported on her progress on her MIT work for Archery Marshal.
Herald/Webmistress: Baroness Alex is heavily involved in Gulf Wars preparations, and reported no new business in either area.
In her role as Gulf Wars Landocrat, she reported the Northshield’s camping site was “prepared” for their arrival with a
treatment on the numerous anthills on it. She will compensate the gentle who did so appropriately.
Youth Boffer: Lady Kate thanked the Moot for providing the funds for the new equipment, which was used with great
effect at Fighter School. It was a great success.
Event Planning
Poorman’s Pennsic:
The event has a new event steward: Lord Pedro, assisted by Lady Kate.
A list of confirmed staff follows:
Chili Feed: Isabeau (Heather Dow)
Rapier: Lord Justinian
Youth Activities/ Youth Boffer: Lady Kate. (Note: Youth Activities would be held Saturday morning; Boffer would be in the
afternoon.
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Thrown Weapons, Shower set up/takedown: Lord Alessandro
Heavy Weapons: Lord Ralik
Troll: Lady Emelye
Advertising: Lady Kiku (flyers). Baroness Alex volunteered for media appearances if given appropriate lead time.
Herald-At-Large: Baroness Alex
Unconfirmed staff (as of the Moot):
Archery Marshal: Lady Anna is presently an Archery MIT; she will search for an Archery Marshal for the event.
Cut and Thrust Marshal: Baron Janvier
Open Positions (as of the Moot):
Artisan’s Row Steward; Silent Auction (if needed); Merchantocrat; Bardic Circle Firetender.
(Note: Some of the open positions may be spoken for, but the gentles were not present at the moot to confirm or deny their
interest. This will be handled at April’s moot. Also, there may be other activities that may be confirmed at April’s moot. Stay
tuned.)
New Event: Robert Monk Medieval Adventure.
Lady Kiku discussed in some detail what this event is and is not. In summary, she described it as being similar to Poorman’s
in scope, but without a necessary outlay of Shire funds for site fees, sanitation, etc.. Windhaven is assisting with fighters. The
Shire would be doing the hosting duties, however.
Two major concerns were raised:
1. Insurance: who was liable? After some discussion, it was resolved. The Shire would get the necessary insurance for the
event.
2. Burnout: too many events? A lengthy discussion ensued on this point, as a concern was raised regarding having to host
too many events would make it less fun for the gentles who were involved in planning them. The consensus seemed to be
that while it seemed like quite a load to carry, the events did not necessarily overburden the Shire gentles, as some were
geared toward fighting, while others for the A&S arts.
An example of such an event:
Griffin Needle Challenge planning: Baroness Eithni approached Baroness Alex about the possibility of the Shire hosting the
event for another year. The date (October 21-22) will be open for the Stratford site. A discussion ensued on the qualities of
Stratford vs. Marshfield sites, as both offered positives and negatives. It was decided that Lady Emelye would investigate if
Marshfield’s site would be open at this time. After that, depending on the decision of the Moot (if it came down to that), the
Event Steward would be determined by site: Baroness Alex for Stratford; Lady Emelye for Marshfield.
Other Business: There is a change in event applications that will be put into place in the near future. More information regarding this change will be presented as it appears.
Next Moot: April 24. Wisconsin Rapids. Work Moot.
We will meet at Lady Arianna’s for the business moot, then travel to the storage site for cleaning, inventory, and disposal of
items if necessary.
As always, any error, omission, or lack of zest is the sole responsibility of your humble scribe.
YIS,
Pedro
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Officers of Falcons Keep
Seneschal: Lady Katherine de Sainct Denis (Katherine Seibel)
D3188 Bangart Rd Stratford WI 54484 kate@folklorefarms.com
Deputy Seneschal: vacant
Pursuivant: Baroness Alexandra Wasserman (MKA Terri Harteau)
5192 Long Drive, Stratford, WI (715)897-4497 terris@tznet.com
Deputy Pursuivant: vacant
Exchequer: Lady Arianna d a Lucca (MKA Dona Panter)
4321 80th St S, Kellner, WI(715)213-2069 Arianna_rogan@yahoo.com
Deputy Exchequer: vacant
Knights Marshall: Lord Ralik Ravenwolf (MKA Douglas Hizer)
450 Pepper Ave. Wisconsin Rapids WI 54494, (715) 459 7384, email: ralik_ravenwolf@yahoo.com
Marshall of Fence : Lord Justinian of Cherson
justinian@tznet.com
Marshall of Archery: (pending)
Marshall Of Thrown Weapons: Lord Alessandro (MKA Jason Welker)
104 N. Florence St. Rothschild WI 715-297-1230 chaosgeneral@charter.net
Equestrian Marshal: THL Anna z Pernstejna (MKA Joyce Mueller) ajmllr@tds.net
Minister of Arts & Sciences: Mistress Ealasaid nic Phearsoinn (MKA Elspeth Christianson)
ealasaid27@gmail.com
Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences: Lady Mary of Falcon’s Keep
Minister of Youth: Katharine de Sainct Denis (MKA Kate Seibel)
D3188 Bangart Rd, Stratford WI kseibel@gmail.com
Deputy Minister of Youth: Lady Rawnie de Douglas (MKA Ronda Douglas)
Chronicler: Lady Anna Meyer (MKA Holly Heise)
1713 S Roddis Ave Trlr #1, Marshfield, WI 54449 (608)-617-8186 hollyheise@gmail.com
Deputy Chronicler: Vacant
Chatelaine: Lady Emelye Ambroys
Chatelaine.falconskeep@live.com
Deputy Chatelaine: Lucia dell'Emelia (MKA Caity Carmody
Web Minister: Baroness Alexandra der Wasserman (MKA Terri Harteau)
5192 Long Drive, Stratford WI (715)897-4497 herrjanvier@hotmail.com
Social Media Relations: Lady Yoshida Kiku tracykiku@gmail.com
Historian: Pedro de Benavides (MKA Bart Forman) otrable@gmail.com
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April, 2016
Spring Coronation

Saturday April 9, 2016 50

Shire of Rivenwood Tower ( )

Bardic Madness XXVI Saturday April 16, 2016 50
Shire of Rokeclif (LaCrosse WI)

Northshield Rapier Academy / Provost Challenge Friday April 22-24, 2016 50
Shire of Noiregarde (Wessington Springs. SD)
Road to the Isle XIX Saturday April 23, 2016 50
Shire of Mistig Waetru (Lake Linden MI)
Known World Heraldic and Scribal Symposium 2016 Friday April 29 - Sunday May 1, 2016 50
(Salt Lake UT)
Western Regional Fighter Practice Saturday April 30, 2016 50
Shire of Coldedernhale (Pierre SD)
Jararvellir May Day Saturday April 30, 2016 50
Barony of Jararvellir (Madison WI)

May, 2016
Schutezenfest Friday May 6-8, 2016 51
Barony of Nordskogen (Waterville MN)
Spring Crown Tournament of Rhys and Gwenhwyvar Saturday May 14, 2016 51
Canton of Coille Stoirmeil ( Tomah WI)
Lokeild's Quest (Quest for Camelot XVII) Thursday May 19-22, 2016 51
Shire of Schattentor (Keystone SD)
Lamb to Loom Saturday May 21, 2016 51
Shire of Turm an dem See (Random Lake WI)
Central Regional War Practice Saturday May 21, 2016 51
Shire of Orlova Dolina (Bemidji MN)
ARRG XV: World's End Friday May 27-30, 2016 51
Barony of Jararvellir (Montello WI)

