
Meetings & Practices:  

Next Meeting: Aug 18, Lord Pedro 
and Lady Emelye's house, Marsh-
field, WI 

Heavy Weapons and Fencing Prac-
tice, See the Shire Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/102651729820675/   

Submissions are welcomed. con-
tact Lady Anna at the following: 
Hollyheise@Gmail.com 

Future Events: 

August 2nd-4th Poor Man’s Pensic 

August Meeting August 18, Wild-
wood Park, Marshfield, WI 
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Legends of the SCA:  Saint Pavel of the Blessed Bed 

Now, Master Pavel Iosovich was a Notorious character 

from the Kingdom of Calontir.  Dubbed “the mason of 

Calontir’s Shield Wall”, Pavel is credited with, making 

the Calontir Army the respected force that it is today.   

A Pelican, Master at Arms, and Court Baron; Master 

Pavel was, for 30 years and more, a fixture around 

Calontir camps, parties, and bardic circles.   

He is famous for his incredibly inappropriate fireside songs and stories, but 
fewer people remember that he is also a blessed saint, who survived an at-
tempt on his life by Mother Nature herself (or by Thor, depending on who is 
telling the tale)! 

While camped at Lillies War one year, Pavel was fast asleep in bed with his 
wife and child, as a storm raged outside his pavilion.  A bolt of lightning 
struck the center pole of his pavilion, traveled down and into the bed set up 
against the pole.  Well, the bed exploded, dropping the family to the ground, 
It is reported that Pavel was injured in the hip but aside from the frightening 
wakeup, and ringing in the ears, nobody was else significantly harmed.  The 
next morning, it is said that talk around the event went something like this:  

"Did you hear who got struck by Lightning?" 
"No, who?" 
"Name one person who has the karma/luck/temerity to survive a lightning hit." 
"Must be Pavel." 

Well in an earlier bit of schtick, Pavel had been “martyred” and canonized, 

so this event really cemented his status as “Saint Pavel”, and reliquaries con-

taining a splinter of the ‘one true bed’ are occasionally seen to this day.  And 

it is a mark of the saint’s continuing protective influence, that nobody so 

protected has ever been struck by lightning!   

 

Now you who are thinking this is all just an amusing tale should note: Pavel 

Iosovich was an actual person with an actual wife and child and dogs.   

He was and is a hero of Calontir, and a man who lived the dream.  Ask me 

sometime, to recount the story of the time Pavel hunted wild boars in the 

medieval method (armed only with spear and sword), aided by several 

equally insane courageous companions.  
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Publishing Disclaimer 
“This is the August 2019, issue of the Mewsletter, a publication of the Shire of Falcon’s Keep of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism-Wisconsin, Inc. (SCA-WI, Inc.).   The Mewsletter is available from Holly Heise, W1857 US Hwy 10, Gran-
ton, WI. 54436.   It is not a corporate publication of SCA-WI, Inc., and does not delineate SCA-WI, Inc. policies. Copyright 
© 2019 Society for Creative Anachronism-Wisconsin, Inc.  For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork 
from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. 
Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.” 
 

Submissions are welcome, preferably as a Word document inserted into an email. Writing and artwork are the property of 
the originator and may not be used without permission of the author or artist. Submission to the Mewsletter editor will be 
taken as one time permission to publish. 
 

Contact the Chronicler, Lady Anna Meyer (MKA Holly Heise), for further information, HollyHeise@gmail.com   This pub-
lication will be available on the Shire webpage at www.falconskeep.org. If you require a paper copy, please contact the 
Chronicler. If you wish to make a contribution to defray mailing costs, please give it to the Exchequer of Falcon’s Keep. 

THE CHRONICLER’S QUILL 

Period Games: Backgammon    

 

History: 
Precursors to modern Backgammon go back nearly 3000 years, but if we are looking for a game very 

similar to modern backgammon, I would point you to Tάβλη (tablay) meaning "table" or "board" 
in Byzantine Greek.  As played by Emperor Zeno (AD 476–491), The board was the same as today, 
with 24 points, 12 on each side. Each player had 15 checkers and used normal six-sided dice.  The 
game play, all followed the modern rules. The only differences being the use of 3 dies and the start-
ing of all pieces off the board (with them entering in the same way that pieces on the bar enter in 

modern backgammon). The name τάβλη is still used for backgammon in Greece.  

How to Play Backgammon 
Modern Backgammon is a board game for two players, played with two dice, and thirty checkers, on a board made up of twenty-four 
narrow triangles called "points".  The points alternate in color and are grouped into six triangular points on each quarter of the 
board.  Each quarter of the board is known as a player's home board, outer board, and their opponent's home board and outer 
board.  The home and outer boards are divided by a line/ridge down the center of the board called the "bar". 

Player's points are referred to by their position number starting at one in the player's home board, which would also be their oppo-
nents outermost 24 point, going up incrementally as you move along and around. 

Starting a Game 

The initial positions of the players' checkers at the start of a game are two on each player's 24 point, five on each player's 13 point, 
three on each player's 8 point, and five on each player's 6 point.  This can be seen in the picture above.  To begin play, each player 
rolls one dice, and whoever has the higher roll, goes first; using both dice results as their first roll and begins moving their checkers 
accordingly.  Players then take turns at rolling their dice and moving their checkers around the board.  Checkers are moved in accord 
with the numbers rolled on the dice, and a checker may not end on a point occupied by more than one of the opponents pieces.  In 
the event that a checker ends on a point that already has an opposing piece.  The opponent’s marker is moved to the center bar.  The 
object of a game is for players to move all their checkers to their home-board. For example, if a player rolls a 2 and a 5 with their 
dice, they may move one checker 7 points or two checkers each moved 2 points and 5 points respectively around the board. Howev-
er, should a player roll a double the moves are doubled so they may move one, two, three or four checkers a total of 4 times one of 
the die's values.  For example, if a player rolls double-5 they may move 1 checker by 20 points (4 x 5), 2 checkers by 10 points each
(2 x (2 x 5)), 3 checkers with two moved 5 points and one moved 10 points (2 x 5 + (2 x 5)), or they may move four checker 5 
points each (4 x 5).  If a players has a checker on the bar, they can bring it down during their turn, so long as it ends on an available 
point.  Victory is achieved by whoever first gets all of their markers to their home board. 

           To Serve, Anna Meyer 



Officers of Falcons Keep 

 

Seneschal: Baroness Alexandra der Wasserman (MKA Terri Harteau)  

5192 Long Drive, Stratford WI (715)897-4497 Terris@tznet.com  

 

Pursuivant: Lord Gustav Kellermeyer  (MKA Paul Heise) 

W1857 US Hwy 10, Granton, WI.  54436  (715)238-0052   
p.f.heise@gmail.com 

Exchequer: Lady Arianna d a Lucca (MKA Dona Panter) 

4321 80th St S, Kellner, WI(715)213-2069 Arianna_rogan@yahoo.com 

Deputy Exchequer:   Vacant 

Knights Marshall: Lord Justinian of Cherson  justinian@tznet.com 

  Deputy:  Lady  Yoshida Kiku  (MKA  Tracy Kiku) 
 web.falconskeep@gmail.com 

Marshall of Fence : Herr Baldwin Von Trier  jbahr627@gmail.com 

Marshall of Archery: Lady Anna Meyer (MKA Holly Heise) 

W1857 US HWY 10 Granton, WI 54436 (608)-617-8186 hollyheise@gmail.com 

Marshall Of Thrown Weapons: THL Alessandro (MKA Jason Welker) 

104 N. Florence St. Rothschild WI 715-297-1230 chaosgeneral@charter.net 

Equestrian Marshal: THL Anna z Pernstejna (MKA Joyce Mueller) ajmllr@tds.net 

Minister of Arts & Sciences: Lady Mary of Falcon’s Keep 

   

Minister of Youth: Katharine de Sainct Denis (MKA Katherine Seibel)  

D3022 Folz Rd. Stratford, WI kate@folklorefarms.com 

Chronicler: Lady Anna Meyer (MKA Holly Heise) 

W1857 US HWY 10 Granton, WI 54436 (608)-617-8186 hollyheise@gmail.com 

Chatelaine: Lady Emelye Ambroys Chatelaine.falconskeep@live.com 

Deputy Chatelaine: Lucia dell'Emelia (MKA Caity Carmody) 

Web Minister: Lady  Yoshida Kiku  (MKA  Tracy Kiku) web.falconskeep@gmail.com 

Social Media Relations: Lady Yoshida Kiku  web.falconskeep@gmail.com 

Historian: Pedro de Benavides (MKA Bart Forman) elcidandalus@gmail.com 
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Northshield Events Calendar 
  
 

August, 2019 

Bardic Blades 8 Thursday August 1-4, 2019 54  

Shire of Dreibrucken (Elgin ND) 

Poor Man's Friday August 2-4, 2019 54  

Shire of Falcon's Keep (Marshfield WI) 

BYOM XVI Friday August 16-18, 2019 54  
Shire of Vilku Urvas (Deer River MN) 

St. Radegund's Faire      Friday August 16-18, 2019 54  

Shire of Rivenwood Tower (Mankato MN) 

Hadrians Feld Friday August 23-25, 2019 54  

Shire of Border Downs (Adrian MN) 

GNFMWS: Baa Baa Bad Sheep Friday August 23-25, 2019 54  
Shire of Darkstone (Ewen MI) 

Known World Cooks and Bards Symposium Thursday August 29 - Monday September 2, 2019 54  
Kingdom of Middle (Wood River IL) 

Known World Agriculture and Forestry Symposium Friday August 30 - Monday September 2, 2019 54  
Kingdom of Atlantia (Boonville NC) 

Highway to L           Friday August 30 - Monday September 2, 2019 54  
Barony of Castel Rouge (Camp Morton MB) 

September, 2019 

Griffin Faire Friday September 6-8, 2019 54  
Village of Norwealdmere (Irma WI)  

Northshield Fall Coronation     Saturday September 14, 2019 54  
Shire of Mistig Waetru (Calumet MI) 

Hrothgar's Hall - 10th ANNIVERSARY!  Friday September 20-22, 2019 54  
Shire of Trewint (Cavour SD) 

Missile Mayhem: The First Volley  Friday September 20-22, 2019 54  
Barony of Windhaven (Clintonville WI) 

Northshield Dance Seminar XXIV Saturday September 21, 2019 54  
Shire of Silfren Mere (Rochester MN) 

Provost Challenge XV  Friday September 27-29, 2019 54  
Shire of Coldedernhale (Fort Pierre SD) 

http://northshield.org/Events/EventAd.aspx?ID=4407
http://northshield.org/Branches/Display.aspx?ID=24
http://northshield.org/Events/EventAd.aspx?ID=4402
http://northshield.org/Branches/Display.aspx?ID=21
http://northshield.org/Events/EventAd.aspx?ID=4413
http://northshield.org/Branches/Display.aspx?ID=28
http://northshield.org/Events/EventAd.aspx?ID=4388
http://northshield.org/Branches/Display.aspx?ID=6
http://northshield.org/Events/EventAd.aspx?ID=4396
http://northshield.org/Branches/Display.aspx?ID=57
http://northshield.org/Events/EventAd.aspx?ID=4397
http://northshield.org/Branches/Display.aspx?ID=49
http://northshield.org/Events/EventAd.aspx?ID=4340
http://northshield.org/Branches/Display.aspx?ID=26

