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Medieval Stained Glass was predominantly produced by northern

The prophet Daniel
from Augsburg Cathedral (c. 1065)

Adoration of the Magi
from Seven Scenes
from the Life of Christ
Date1390 Ebreichsdo
rf, Lower Austria

European peoples. They did not invent glass or stained glass windows. The ancient peoples
of Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Rome made glass vessels, tinted windows and glass beads as
well. This art is believed lost to the continental artisans, during the iron age. The sources of
alkali used in ancient glass was different than the compounds used in making medieval
glass. The ancients used soda ash, while the Medieval people used wood ash, also called
potash.
Although continental Europe was using potash in the glass, England made much blue soda
glass in York Minster, and excavations at Old Sarum and Winchester also show it had been
in use. Some soda glass has also been found in France, in Chartres Cathedral and St. Denis
in Paris.
A German Benedictine monk, who called himself Theophilus Presbyter lived during the first
half of the twelfth century, and he wrote a book in Latin titled “De diversis artibus”. Its
English title is “On Diverse Arts”. In this book, he describes how glass was produced and
set on boards and into frames for cathedrals. According to a copy in Vienna, Austria Theophilus Presbyter is a pseudonym for Roger of Helmarshausen. In addition to serving as a
monk, he was also an artist and a metal worker, so his book covers painting and pigments,
and metal working too. In his time period, cathedrals were a new development in architecture.
From his book we learn that raw materials needed to make glass were readily obtained from
where the artisans worked. Sand and potash from beech wood trees were heated together
until they became a liquid. Where the skill came in was in handling the cooling glass to
form sheets. Another skill was to add the correct ratio of powdered metals to give specific
colors and properties to different glasses. Different temperatures could also affect color
changes.
After the sheets glass were made, they were often painted with black paint to show details
and shadowing. Various hues were painted around the painted figures to show highlights or
additional shadows and dimension.
Stained glass windows were not common outside of the cathedrals, but some wealthy citizens did decorated castles and privet chapels with it. Germany, France, and England used
most of the stained glass. Other major European countries favored frescos and mosaics.
Italy, according to Theophilus, did melt down some of the old mosaic pieces and old Roman
glass bottles to recycle them into new stained glass. The French made a special expensive
blue glass with this method.
There are articles on how different chemical compounds react to cause the glass to reach
different colors. There were different ovens used to fix pigments to the surface of the glass.
The lead used to hold the glass pieces in place is another subject to explore.
The more I explored this subject, the more I want to learn.

U PCOMING M OOT & P RACTICES
Next. Moot: February 12: Stratford
(Mistress Ealasaid’s, with Lord Pedro as cohost. Work Moot for Haire Affair
Heavy Weapons and Fencing Practice, See
the Shire Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/102651729820675/
If you have anything you want to share,
please contact Lady Anna at:
hollyheise@gmail.com
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THE CHRONICLER’S QUILL

Medieval Rabbits
The Phoenician sailors found rabbits on the Iberian peninsula and named the
land \'I-shephan-im\' after the animals that they found there. Their name referred to an animal called a
hyrax also called a rock badger that lives in the Phoenician homeland. It is believed that the Romans
later mispronounced this name and called the land Hispania. The British pronounced it Spain.

The Romans found descendants of these rabbits during the second Punic War. Finding these animals more appealing than

hares, (hares being a chewy more flavorful animal), they gathered some rabbits and raised them in Italy. They called the raising of rabbits cuniculture, and brought rabbits with them as they conquered other lands. Rabbits were brought to many lands
including Britany and Byzantium.
In the Byzantine language of ancient Greek, there was only one word used for rabbit or hare. They called them λαγος
(lagos). They viewed these animals as a delicacy, and had a number of recipes for their pleasure.
In the 5th century in the Champagne region of France, Catholic monks were raising rabbits within the walls of their monastery in wooden cages. They selectively bred these animals to be better meat producers and for variations in fur patters and
colors. They developed some of the earliest domesticated rabbit breeds.
France was not the only country to raise domesticated rabbits for food and fur. After the black death had run its course in
England, rabbit raising, called rabbiting, greatly improved the economy and helped meet the nutritional needs of the people.
Rabbits were considered valuable during the middle ages. They were raised in warrens, and these lands were protected. The
king granted permission to raise rabbits. The English had more than one name for rabbits depending on the age of the animals. They were called kits or kittens when they were young. Animals under the age of a year were called rabbits, and over a
year old coneys. Coney Island gets its name from rabbits.

Madonna of the White Rabbit by Titian 1530
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THE CHRONICLER’S QUILL

Medieval Rabbits continued...
When the Bible was translated into English completed in 1611, the word for hyrax was translated into
coney. Most Englishmen had never seen a hyrax. Coneys, (conies), dig warrens into the ground, but hyraxes live in rocky crags.
Leviticus 11:5 And the coney, because he
cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is
unclean unto you.
Deuteronomy 14:7 Nevertheless these ye shall
not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that
divide the cloven hoof; as the camel, and the
hare, and the coney: for they chew the cud, but
divide not the hoof; therefore they are unclean
unto you.
Proverbs 30:26 The conies are but a feeble folk,
yet make they their houses in the rocks;

Hares are different than rabbits in a number of ways, but one of the easiest means to tell them apart is to see how they look
when they are born. Hares are born with full coats and their eyes open. They are mobile in hours. Rabbits on the other hand,
are born with no fur and their eyes shut. Rabbits eyes open in about ten days. Their fur can be seen by the third or forth day of
life. Hares are not able to cross-breed with rabbits. The American cottontail rabbit has 21 chromosomes and cannot breed
with the European domesticated rabbit which has 22 chromosomes. Nearly all domesticated rabbits are of European stock.
There are some confusing names and habits of rabbits and hares. For example, Jack rabbits are not rabbits at all. They are
hares. American Cottontail rabbits are rabbits, but they nest the way hares do above ground. Mother rabbits feed their young
once or twice a day. It only looks like the young are abandoned.

To Serve,
Lady Anna Meyer

A Young Hare by Albrecht Durer 1502
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M OOT

MINUTES

Minutes for the moot held on January 15, 2017.
Seneschal:
dale.

Insurance for Haire Affaire has been sent in. We may have a possible demo to be held at Auburn-

Chatelaine:

EverCon went well, but there were a few small issues. Discussion about Auburndale demo has
been started.

Chronicler:

Has some information she posted on Facebook, Lady Anna Meyer wrote: Looks like I
will be missing the upcoming moot. I continue to work on refining the Mewsletter for
mat and layout. I am working on the next four months to achieve a more useful and
consistent theme. As always, articles and art from shire-members are welcome.
I am putting PDFs of the standard release forms in the files section for the group's
convenience.

Exchequer:

The check book has a balance of $13, 483 minus a few outstanding checks.

Herald:

Clae’s device has passed, still working on a name. Yoshi’s device has also passed.

Web Minister: Really didn’t have anything to report.
Armored:

Not present.

Rapier:

Shire preliminaries will be held the Monday before Haire Affaire on February 13th. You need to
have at least one practice in before that time to participate. We will be making new rapier hoods
with work times to be scheduled in the future. We will be voting next month to make a large purc
chase of fabric for this purpose. A possible Merrill practice was discussed, but it was decided t
that it is not possible at this time.

MOAS:

Kiku reported for Quinn. Thursday’s before UWSP starts, there will be gatherings at Lady
Alex’s home to create items for royalty.
Haire Affaire: Site tokens have been ordered. We will be purchasing gift cards for the royalty to
use for their hotel.

Yours in service,
Lady Emelye Ambroys
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Officers of Falcons Keep
Seneschal: Lord Pedro de Benavides (MKA Bart Forman) otrable@gmail.com
Deputy Seneschal: vacant
Pursuivant: Baroness Alexandra Wasserman (MKA Terri Harteau)
5192 Long Dr, Stratford, WI (715)897-4497 terris@tznet.com
Deputy Pursuivant: Gustav
Exchequer: Lady Arianna d a Lucca (MKA Dona Panter)
4321 80th St S, Kellner, WI(715)213-2069 Arianna_rogan@yahoo.com
Deputy Exchequer:
Knights Marshall: Lord Ralik Ravenwolf (MKA Douglas Hizer)
(715) 459 7384, email: ralik_ravenwolf@yahoo.com
Marshall of Fence : Lord Justinian of Cherson justinian@tznet.com
Marshall of Archery: (pending)
Marshall Of Thrown Weapons: THL Alessandro (MKA Jason Welker)
104 N. Florence St. Rothschild WI 715-297-1230 chaosgeneral@charter.net
Equestrian Marshal: THL Anna z Pernstejna (MKA Joyce Mueller) ajmllr@tds.net
Minister of Arts & Sciences: Lady Honor Quinn quinnfalconskeep@gmail.com
Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences: Lady Yoshida Kiku
Minister of Youth: Katharine de Sainct Denis (MKA Katherine Seibel)
kate@folklorefarms.com
Chronicler: Lady Anna Meyer (MKA Holly Heise)
W1857 US HWY 10 Granton, WI 54436 (608)-617-8186 hollyheise@gmail.com
Chatelaine: Lady Emelye Ambroys
Chatelaine.falconskeep@live.com
Deputy Chatelaine: Lucia dell'Emelia (MKA Caity Carmody)
Web Minister: Baroness Alexandra der Wasserman (MKA Terri Harteau)
(715)897-4497 terris@tznet.com
Social Media Relations: Lady Yoshida Kiku tracykiku@gmail.com
Historian: Pedro de Benavides (MKA Bart Forman) otrable@gmail.com
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Northshield Event Calendar
February, 2017 Tacky Garb Ball Saturday February 4, 2017 51
Barony of Jararvellir (Stoughton WI)
Lupercalia Saturday February 11, 2017 51
Shire of Rivenwood Tower (Garden City MN)
Winter War Maneuvers Saturday February 18, 2017 51
Kingdom of Calontir (Lincoln NE)
Byzantine Haire Affaire Saturday February 18, 2017 51
Shire of Falcon's Keep (Auburndale WI)
That Moot Thingy XVII (17) - Coille Stoirmeil's 35th Birthday Friday February
24-26, 2017 51
Canton of Coille Stoirmeil (Tomah WI)
Hertzkrieg XXII
Saturday February 25, 2017 51
College of Svatý Sebesta (Vermillion SD)
March, 2017
Northshield Arts And Sciences Competition
Shire of Hvitskogar (Hurley WI)

Saturday March 4, 2017 51

Theodore's Medieval Academy for Novices Saturday March 11, 2017 51
Barony of Caer Anterth Mawr (Milwaukee WI)
Gulf Wars XXVI
Saturday March 11-19, 2017 51
Kingdom of Gleann Abhann (Lumberton MS)
Ides of March Saturday March 25, 2017 51
Shire of Trewint (Volga SD)
Fighting in the Shade VII Saturday March 25, 2017 51
Barony of Jararvellir (Madison WI)
April, 2017
Bardic Madness XXVII Poisson d'Avril Saturday April 1-2, 2017 51
Barony of Jararvellir (Waterloo WI)
Northshield Spring Coronation Saturday April 8, 2017 51
Shire of Korsväg (Moorhead MN)
Fighter's Symposium and War College Saturday April 15, 2017 51
Barony of Jararvellir (Stoughton WI)
Road to the Isle XX Saturday April 22, 2017 51
Shire of Mistig Waetru (Lake Linden MI)
SCA Board Meeting Saturday April 22, 2017 51
(Bloomington MN)
Provost Challenge Saturday April 22-23, 2017 51
Shire of Coldedernhale (Pierre SD)
Falcon's Keep Regional Practice Saturday April 29, 2017 51
Shire of Falcon's Keep (Stevens Point WI)

The Legend of the Northshield Calendar
His Majesty will at-

Her Majesty will at-

The Fyrste will attend

The Tarkhan will

