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Disclaimer
This is The Mewsletter and it is published on behalf of the Shire of Falcon’s Keep
and the student members of Falcon’s Gate, the Central WI chapter of the Society for
Creative Anachronism (SCA). It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc. and does not
delineate SCA policies. For official publications, contact SCA, Inc., Offices of the
Registry, PO Box 36073, Milpitas, CA 95036-0743.
Submissions are accepted until the 15th of the previous month, preferably as a
Word document inserted into an email. Send to both the Chronicler and Deputy Chronicler.
The last Thursday of the previous month is the mailing date. Submissions are the property
of the contributor and may not be used without permission of the author or artist. Contact
the Chronicler for further information.
The Mewsletter is published monthly. It is available from Elspeth Christianson,
C3808 Heartland Hills Rd, Stratford WI 54484. As of January this publication will be
available on the Falcon’s Keep webpage at www.falconskeep.org. If you require a paper
copy please contact the chronicler. If you wish to make a contribution to defray mailing
costs, please give it to the Exchequer of Falcon’s Keep.

Seneschal: Lady Mary of Falcon’s Keep (MKA Mary Welker)
104 Florence St, Wausau, WI
715-297-1230 venom@charter.net
Deputy Seneschal: Lord Justinian
Pursuivant: Lord Grimr inn Harfagri (MKA Dennis Russell)
851 East Rd, Rib Lake, WI 54470
715-427-0402 grimr_fairhair@yahoo.com
Deputy Pursuivant: vacant
Exchequer: Lady Isabeau of Winter Rose (MKA Alyce Knutson)
3230 Reber Dr, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
715-421-0953 3230knut@tznet.com
Deputy Exchequer: Maebh de Blancheville
Knights Marshall: Lord Robert the Mase
mase@charter.net, 715-347-4999
Marshall of Fence: Lord Vincent Palmer (MKA Conan James)
1215 Parker Ave Apt 10, Mosinee, WI 54455
715-693-7369 nomed@mtc,net
Marshall of Archery: vacant
Minister of Arts & Sciences:
Lady Emelye Ambroys (MKA Tabitha Degenhardt)
620 N Ash Ave, Marshfield WI 54449
emilyambrose@charter.net
Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences: Oz the Baker
Minister of Youth: vacant
Chronicler:
Mistress Ealasaid nic Phearsoinn (MKA Elspeth Christianson)
C3808 Heartland Hills Rd, Stratford, WI 54484
715-687-4870 ealasaid27@gmail.com
Deputy Chronicler: vacant
Chatelaine: Lord Alessandro of Falcon’s Keep (MKA Jason Welker)
104 Florence St, Wausau, WI
715-297-0718 chaosgeneral@charter.net
Deputy Chatelaines: Lord Gabriel Michalik
Web Minister: Lady Reina Gunnora (MKA Raynee Randall)
1934 Eva Rd Apt 5, Mosinee, WI 54455
715-572-3079 reina_gunnora@yahoo.com
Deputy Web Minister: Guinevere Aloisia of Falcon's Keep
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Yule Celebration and Moot
Sunday December 7, 1 pm
At the home of Lord Auden and Lady Anatolia
241 Plover St, Wisconsin Rapids
715-424-5838
From Wausau/ Stevens Point: come into town on Hwy 54, turn
right on Baker Drive, turn right onto 11th St which curves and
turns into Plover St. House on the right 241 Plover St
From Marshfield/Stratford: Follow Hwy 13 into Rapids.through
town over to 8th street, go north to Baker Drive and turn right,
then go to 11th Street and turn left. 11th Street turns into Plover St.
House on the right 241 Plover St.
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Greetings from your
Seneschal!
Greeting KeepersAs the winter winds chill take their hold, Christmas will soon
be here. The holidays give us a chance to warm our hearts as
we get together with friends and family. After the season of
giving we roll into the New Year and time for the resolutions.
The holidays will fly by quickly and we will soon be onto our
next event.
A Haire Affaire of the Heart--March 28th, 2009 Mark your
calendars!
We are looking for help, so if you have the time to volunteer
it will be greatly appreciated. Please contact Lady Emelye at
emilyambrose@charter.net
It is with great saddness we must say farewell to one of our
own. Judith from Lady M Designs passed on November 1st,
2008. We will miss her greatly.
Thank you for you time,
YIS
Mary of Falcon's Keep

Web pages of interest:
www.sca.org

Cover credit: Mistress Ealasaid nic Phearsoinn

www.northshield.org

This is a design drawn for a block print Christmas card about
30 years ago.

www.falconskeep.org
www.uwsp.edu/stuorg/falcon/index.htm
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The Chronicler’s Quill
Greetings onto the folk
of the Shire of Falcon’s Keep,
For most of you this will be the last hard copy of the Mewsletter I
mail. Starting next month we will have no subscriptions and will
be mostly electronic. If you need a paper copy please let me
know. Also, although I do plan to put the electronic version on
the website, I can also mail you a copy if you give me your
email. Because we are going to put the Mewsletter on the website
there is only one authorization this year which allows us to put
your information on the webpage and the Mewsletter. If you are
an officer, host a moot or autocrat an event you must sign it.
I need artwork and articles for the mewsletter! Since we are
going electronic we are less limited in space and I hope to get
more articles to include.
Guttorm and I send glad wishes to all our friends in the Barony
for Yule and for the entire coming year .

God Jul,
Ealasaid

.
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CALENDAR
December 2008
6 Yuletide [Border Downs-Sioux Falls SD]
6 Figthers Retreat [Silfren Mere, Kellogg, MN]
13 Boars Head[Caer Anterth Mawr-West Band WI]
13 Noiregarde Yuletide [Noiregarde-Nowell SD]
January 2009
10 Twelfth Night [Nordskogen-Columbia Heights, MN]
17 Big Herr-y Deal [Castel Rouge-Winnipeg MB]
17 Tree-Girt-Sea 121th Night 16thC Roman Masque
[Tree-Girt-Sea, Midrealm, Chicago IL]
31 It’s Only a Flesh Wound [Jararvellir-Jefferson WI]
February 2009
6-8 that Moot Thingy [Coil Stormeill-Tomah WI]
7 Herzkreig [Svaty Sebesta-Vermillion SD]
14-15 Un Fete d’Amor [Midewinde- Minot ND]
14 Tournament of Chivalry [Windhaven-Fond du Lac, WI]
21 Lupercalia [Rivenwood Tower-Nicollet, MN]
March 2009
15-22 Gulf Wars
28 Ides of March [Trewint- Huron SD]
April 2009
4 Spring Coronation [Jararvellir]
18 Provost Challenge [Coldedernhale-Pierre SD]
25 Western Regional Melee Practice[Dreibruken-Lincoln ND]
May 2009
9 Spring Crown
16 Beltaine by the Bay [Darkstone-Ashland WI]
14-17 Quest for Camelot [Schattentor-Nemo SD]
22-24 Midsummer in the Highlands
[Treewint-Wessington Springs, SD]
29-31 Mermaids [Turm an dem See-Valders WI]
Fighting/Rapier practice is held on Monday Evenings at
7pm UWSP Quandt Gym Balcony and adjacent room.
Please see website for directions.
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Minutes 11-2-2008
1. Review previous minutes.
2. Next meeting is December 7th at Anatolia's in Wisconsin Rapids.
3. We still need some one to host the January and February moots.
4. Please get your e-mail address to Mistress Ealasaid for the free Mewsletter starting in January.
5. Discussion was brought up to purchase two new masks for the fencing
gear. A vote will be held at the next meeting to approve the purchase.
6. The Gate is holding many arts and science projects. If you wish to help
or just participate you can contact Lady Natalya od Soko.
ssame853@uwsp.edu They are looking for as much Keep involvement as
possible.
7. Daishu Con is from November 21st-23rd. Contact Natalya if you wish
to participate.
See you all at the next moot!!!
Mary

Event Report: Northshield Clothiers Seminar
Finally at this event, the focus was on garb for men. I attended an excellent session
on fitting hose (of woven fabric) and another on Seaworthy (pirate?) garb based on
finds from the sunken Tudor ship, Mary Rose. Guttorm enjoyed a session on academic garb. I caught the tail end of a session on Northern European Tunics before
I taught Greenland Garb for Guys. I missed several great classes including Mongol
Garb (Mistrass Aramanthra), and Cotehardies and Houppelands (Master Jack).
There were far too many choices to list them all.
There was a fine period lunch with homemade sausage, several soups and pottages
and plums and custard for dessert. Afterward we enjoyed the traditional walk
through history. If you are interested in garb, try to make it to the next clothiers
seminar. Even Guttorm (who does not sew) had a good time.
Ealasaid

Mistress of the Sun By Sandra Gulland does not fit into the SCA
time frame of 600-1600 but it falls close. This is the story of a
young girl that becomes an early mistress of Louis XIV the Sun
King. Ms. Gulland transports the reader into the world of the
17th century French court. We follow the rise of Louise de la
Valliere from a young girl to a power in the French Court. This
is the first book I have read of Ms. Gulland’s but if it is a sample
of her work, it won’t be the last.
I recently came across two books I intend to donate to the next
silent auction. The Green Pharmacy published in 1997 written
by James A Duke, PH, D. The other is Natural Health a Complete Guide to Medicinal Herbs, by Penelope Ody.
I love the latter for the colorful plates that show the plant as
well as describing it’s many uses.
For those of you that are interested in gardening and intending on attending Boars Head, I hope that you will take part in the
two classes that are being offered in that subject. Lady Margyt
Weaver is offering a class on “Medieval Gardening” at 11:00
am. At 2:00 pm there is anther class that would prove to be of
interest to a avid gardener, “ Norse Plant Usage” the class instructor will be Lady Maereta Andreasdottir.
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Greenland Garb for Guys
According to the sagas, Erik the Red led a group of Icelanders who colonized
Greenland in 985 AD. The settlement grew until there were a total of over 500
farms and 5 churches. In the 12th century a diocese was established and in 1261
the Greenland colony accepted the King of Norway as their ruler. As the weather
became colder and commerce less frequent, the settlement eventually failed. The
last recorded event was a marriage in 1408. The colony was largely forgotten
until re-colonization by Europeans in the early 19th century led to a remarkable
series of archeological discoveries. The clothing finds in Greenland are among
the best preserved 13th and 14th century garments in existence. In other Scandinavian countries similar styles have been dated as early as the 11 th century while the
latest Greenland gown has been carbon dated to the early 15 th century. Although
the Greenland garb reflects the hard work and cold weather faced by the settlers,
the styles are in agreement with evidence from the rest of Europe during the same
time period.
Most costumers are aware of the adaptation of the “Greenland Gown” as a flattering close-fitted cotehardie for women, but in fact that well publicized design is
based on a gown worn by a presumably male corpse in the Herjolfsnes churchyard. Although front buttons or lacing are documented for cotehardies in the rest
of Europe and one Greenland robe in a different high-necked collared style like a
houppelande did button down the front, most of Greenland gowns cannot have
been as closely fitted as the modern adaptation because they were pulled on over
the head without any opening in the front or
back (though the Greenlanders knew how to
make buttons and used them on some of the
sleeves). Furthermore most of the surviving
garments for both males and females are
rather short and wide to allow lots of room for
the chest and shoulders while working. The
garments ranged from about 42 inches in
length (above the knee on my 5’9” husband)
to about 51 inches (ankle length on me, a 5’3”
woman) and the average waist circumference
was about 39 inches. Ironically the
men’s gowns were somewhat more
fitted than the women’s because the
female garments tended to have a
center gore coming above the waist,
possibly to accommodate a pregnancy. Besides the gowns, the Herjolfsnes find included hose, hoods and
caps, most of which appear to be male
garments.
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Almost all the Greenland garments had oval necklines, sometimes with a center slit. One garment in Greenland, as mentioned had a high neckline with a
standing collar. Similar slightly earlier period garments from Norway, Denmark, and the Danelaw had a variety of necklines. There could be 0-2 gores in
the center front and back and 2-4 gores on each side (these contribute to the
chest and armhole. The sleeves are set in with a seam running along the back
of the arm. This style allows a lot of arm and shoulder motion and does not bunch or bind like a t-tunic.

Clockwise from above left:
Skjoldehamn Norway 12-1300’s (note V-neckline)
Kragelund Denmark 1045-1155 (note V or wide slit
front and back)
King Cnut 11th C Danelaw (note square neck with slit
and trim)
Greenland “sailor’s shirt” with no front or back gores
Greenland houppelande with collar and center front
The sleeve can be made tighter and buttoned if desired.
Slightly earlier tunics such as Kragelund below may have
a straight rather than curved sleeve and
armhole. You can alter details to conform
to the time and location of your persona.
The Greenland style is very efficient in
terms of fabric requirements. Depending
on the style chosen, a men’s medium
(about 42”) may take as little as 2.5 to 3.5
yards of 60” fabric or 3.25 to 4.5 yards of
45” fabric. The layout is based on rectangles and diagonals .
References:
Ostergard, Else, Woven into the Earth Aarhus University Press, 2004.
Hald, Margarethe, Ancient Danish Textile from Bogs and Burials, National
Museum of Denmark, 1980.

