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Disclaimer
This is The Mewsletter and it is published on behalf of the Shire of Falcon’s
Keep and the student members of Falcon’s Gate, the central WI chapter of the Society for
Creative Anachronism (SCA). It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc. and does not
delineate SCA policies. For official publications, contact SCA, Inc., Offices of the
Registry, PO Box 36073, Milpitas, CA 95036-0743.
Submissions are accepted until the 15th of the previous month, preferably as a
Word document inserted into an email. Send to both the Chronicler and Deputy Chronicler.
The last Thursday of the previous month is the mailing date. Submissions are the property
of the contributor and may not be used without permission of the author or artist. Contact
the Chronicler for further information.
The Mewsletter is published monthly. It is available from Elspeth Christianson,
C3808 Heartland Hills Rd, Stratford WI 54484. Written subscriptions are $1.00 per issue
or $10 per year and electronic subscriptions are $5. All subscriptions expire in December.
Back issues are available for $1.00 each. Make checks payable to SCA Shire of Falcon’s
Keep and send to the Exchequer for processing.
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Greetings from
your Seneschal!
Greeting KeepersThe winter solstice passes and we ready ourselves for the new
year. The cold winter winds blow as we come together to share
the season with those we care about. I have to say this has been a
good year!
I would like to extend a thanks for all those who have given their
time, energy and funds to help support the grateful Shire of
Falcons Keep. I ask that you remember these people this season
and give the gift of putting them in for an award.
I would like to thank the Keepers for their support and trust, and
confidence over the last year. I hope to be a continued asset to the
shire.
Blessings to you on this holiday season.
Lift your glasses to the new year!
See you next year,
YIS. Lady Mary, Seneschal of Falcon's Keep

Cover Art Credit: Vincent Palmer
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The Chronicler’s Quill
Greetings onto the folk
of the Shire of Falcon’s Keep,
Thanks to Lady Margarite, Lady Anatolia
and Lord Auden for hosting the December Moot. Their warm fire,
friendly cats and fine food created a real holiday atmosphere for
those able to attend. For those who were unable to attend, some
decisions were made about Haire Affairski. The site fee will be $6
(half priice for children) and the feast tickets will be $10 (only 48
will be sold, but some others can be fed if willing to be servers).
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Mewsletter over
the past year and thanks in advance to those of you who will
contribute during the coming year.
It is time to resubscribe to the Mewsletter. The price is the
same as last year, $10 for a paper copy (including electronic also if
you supply your email) and $5 for electronic only. Payment should
be made to the chancellor of the Exchequer,
Lady Isabeau of Winter Rose
(MKA Alyce Knutson)
3230 Reber Dr, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
As the end of the year approaches, it is necessary to check
all contact information and for you to reaffirm if you are willing to
have your information published on paper or electronically. Lady
Reina has devised a form and will be distributing it again at the
next moot. If you are unable to attend moots, you still need to
obtain and complete the form. If you are an officer, event steward
or even host a moot at your home, it is of course necessary to
publish the information and it creates a major inconvenience if you
have not signed the permission in advance.
Yours in service, ealasaid
PS: As always I need contributions in addition to the regular
columns, especially personna stories, event reports, and cover art.
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Anachronist’s Book Reviews
Not all of my choices of reading material travel the historical fiction rout. This last year I added two very interesting books to my
own reference library.
The first was the fifth book in Thomas Cahill’s, Hinges of History series. Mysteries of the Middle Ages. In this body of work
Cahill explores the Cults of Catholic Europe and its connection
to the arts, sconce and the rise of feminism during the middle
ages. The other books in the series are
How the Irish Saved Civilization,
The Gift of the Jews.
Desire of the Everlasting Hills
&
Sailing the Wine Dark Sea.
I do not agree with all of Cahill’s views or interoperations but
than history is always open to differing views.
The second book turned out to be a page turner despite its contents. Saxons, Vikings, and Celts traces the Genetic Roots of
Britain and Ireland. I could not put it down. Bryan Sykes took
dry scientific studies and turned them into a fascinating mystery.
And you all know my love of Mysteries.

Lady Eve of Lynn
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Chancellor of the Exchequer responsibilities:
Become familiar with the laws and policies governing the
use and control of branch assets that are outlined in the
Society Chancellor of the Exchequer officer's handbook.
Contacting the Kingdom or Regional Chancellor of the Exchequer for aid and guidance when needed.
Reading the Kingdom officer's letters in the Northshield
Kingdom newsletter each month, in which any changes in
policy will be noted.
Counting of all event monies collected along with a 2nd
person, not living at the same residence, and both persons signing off to assure accuracy and accountability.
Disburse funds as needed with 2 signatures on each
check as required.
Reporting, all Quarterly and Domesday reports. Plus
Kingdom level event reports along with local event reports.
Reporting and sending collected fees for NMS.
Also sending the Wisconsin temporary event operator
and seller information forms to the State agency and the
Kingdom Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Reporting all reports on time (asap).
Financial advisor to the branch.
Keep all paper work, check books and files up to date and
accurate.
To attend moots and branch events.
Like all officer's, we are required to be a paid member of
the S.C.A.,Inc.
Lady Isabeau
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A Note on Resolve.
The tournament held at Boar’s Head every year draws
some of the most gifted fencers from around the kingdom. The
array of talent I had seen walking around the room was staggering. They ranged from Warders and Don’s, to holders of the
Princesses glove, to upcoming fighters from not only our fair
kingdom, but from lands beyond. Looking around the room as I
signed up at the last minute, I had thoughts that I might not do as
well as I might like. Quickly donning my armor and scarf of the
Northstar Corp, we assembled in front of King, Queen, Princess
and visiting royalty. After the introductions we were paired off.
I must say that as I advanced during the fighting that my
manner had changed from “I choose to do well”; to “I choose to
win”. I also have to say that it was my third bout against Miguel
that had changed my manner. Miguel is a skilled fighter from the
Midrealm that has been a step beyond me since I met him about
a year and a half ago. I believe that it was when I made the deliberate determination to overcome a better opponent that carried
me to victory in our two duels.
You have a choice before you fight. You can choose to
“try to win” or you can make up your mind to “win”. Everyone
wants to be a winner but the one that has made up his mind and
has prepared as such is the victor in most cases. I didn’t go on to
win the rest of the tourney. I faltered on my last two matches, but
I am satisfied that I carried myself into the final four; with a little
skill and my own resolve to overcome a better opponent.

Vincent Palmer
Ask Alex is in Hibernation
Greetings!
Unfortunately, real life has gotten in the way lately, so the
Ask Alex column is on a bit of a hiatus. I should be back
next month with more questions and answers.
Alex.
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Garb for Viking Winters
Winters were cold in Europe during the middle ages, so what did folk
wear then to keep warm?
First and most important, virtually everyone made their clothing of
wool which was fulled (slightly felted). Such cloth repels wind and
water and also provides more insulation than most modern fabrics.
Often folk would keep warm simply by layering. If you own only two
tunics or gowns and you feel cold, you wear both of them.
For outdoor work or travel, however, it was still necessary to have an
outer garment. Information about these garments is somewhat scarce
for cultures such as the Vikings who did not have paintings and had
only limited and rather stylistic sculpture, because a cloak would not
necessarily used in most burials. We do however know from wood
and stone carvings as well as a few preserved specimens that several
types of cloaks were used.
Probably the most common was the square cloak which was just a
length of fabric right off the loom requiring no sewing and wasting no
cloth. Like the Scots plaid, it could be worn as an outer garment in
the daytime and used as a blanket at night. Men wore it single thickness fastened at the shoulder or underarm to leave the sword arm free
while women could fold it to a triangle and fasten it in front. These
cloaks are seen in the Oseberg tapestry. Semicircular cloaks are not
shown in artwork but one example was found at Mammen so we
know that they were at least occasionally used even in the Viking period. Lastly, we also have evidence that Vikings wore coats. Illustrations of men sometimes show a jacket with overlapping front panels
like a karate uniform while those of women show caftan like garment
open down the front and closed with a single clasp below the breasts.
The grave of Arnegunde (a migration age queen) showed an above
the knee coat with overlapping flaps fastened with a pin in front.
To warm their hands Vikings used nalbound mittens and for the feet
felted shoe liners, nalbound socks, or simply wrappings of rags could
be worn inside the shoes.
Ealasaid
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CALENDAR
January 2008
5 Twelfth Night [Schattentor-Rapid City SD]
12 Dutch Treat [Castel Rouge- Winnipeg, MB]
19 Twelfth Night [Nordskogen-Bloomington, MN]
26 It’s only a flesh wound [Jararvellir-Jefferson, WI]

February 2008
2 Shattered Oak Celebrates 20 Yrs! [Chippewa Falls, WI]
3 Brigid’s Fyre [Orlova Dolina-Bemidji, MN]
9 Hertzkreig XIV [Svaty’ Sebesta-Vermillion SD]
16 Lupercalia [Rivenwood Tower-Nicollet, MN]
16-17 Une Fete d’Amour [Midewinde-Minot ND]
26 Fighter’s School [Windhaven, Kimberly, WI]

March 2008
9-16 Gulf Wars XVII [Lumberton, MS]
21-23 that Moot Thingy VIII {Coill Stormeil-tomah WI]
29 A Polish Haire Affaire
29 Sunrise [Silfren Mere-Rochester, MN]
29 Ides of March 15 [Trewint-Huron SD]

April 2008
12 Coronation [site to be determined]
19 Provost Challenge [Coldedernhale-Pierre SD]
26 Western Regional Melee Practice [Dreibruken-Lincoln ND]

May 2008
3 35th Anniversary {Jararvellir-Stoughton WI]
9-11 Crown Tournament [Caer Anterth Mawr-Wautoma WI]
15-18 Quest for Camelot {Schattentor-Nemo SD]
22-26 Lusty Day in May [Western Keep-Sisseton SD]

23-26 Ages of War Italian Wars [Silfren Mere, Austin MN]
30-1 Mermaids [Turn am dem See-Valders WI]
June 2008
5-6 Moorish Tavern [Midewinde-Bottineau ND]
Fighter practices for both Rapier and Armored will be
held on Monday night at UWSP in the Quandt Gym balcony and Room 154. See the website for directions.
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January Moot
Sunday January 13, 1 pm
held at the home of
THLs Alexandra and Janvier der Wasserman
623 N Ash Ave
Marshfield WI 54449
715-384-9298
Please bring a dish to pass.
No specific ingredient has been chosen so use your imagination.
Directions
From Hwy 97, go into town until you get to Franklin (just past
Family Video) and turn left. Go 4 blocks.
From Hwy 13, take Veterans Parkway until Vine (stoplight after you
go over Peach). Go right until Becker, take a right until Ash, and
Take left to the end of the block.

Attention Brewers, Vintners and Cooks
After the meeting, we will be playing with cordials! I have two that
we will be ready to finish and we will start 2 more. I am
experimenting with small batches and new flavors. If you want to
make your own, bring along a bottle of Skyy (or equivalent) vodka
and some frozen fruit.

Web pages of interest:
www.sca.org
www.northshield.org
www.falconskeep.org
www.uwsp.edu/stuorg/falcon/index.htm
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Officers of Falcon’s Keep
Seneschal: Lady Mary of Falcon’s Keep (MKA Mary Welker)
104 Florence St, Wausau, WI
715-297-1230 venom@charter.net
Deputy Seneschal: Lord Justinian
Pursuivant: Lord Grimr inn Harfagri (MKA Dennis Russell)
851 East Rd, Rib Lake, WI 54470
715-427-0402 grimr_fairhair@yahoo.com
Deputy Pursuivant: vacant
Exchequer: Lady Isabeau of Winter Rose (MKA Alyce Knutson)
3230 Reber Dr, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
715-421-0953 3230knut@tznet.com
Deputy Exchequer: Maebh de Blancheville
Knights Marshall: Lord Robert the Mase
mase@charter.net, 715-347-4999
Marshall of Fence: Lord Vincent Palmer (MKA Conan James)
1215 Parker Ave Apt 10, Mosinee, WI 54455
715-693-7369 nomed@mtc,net
Marshall of Archery: vacant
Minister of Arts & Sciences:
Lady Emily Ambrose (MKA Tabitha Degenhardt)
620 N Ash Ave, Marshfield WI 54449
emilyambrose@charter.net
Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences: Oz the Baker
Minister of Youth: vacant
Chronicler:
Mistress Ealasaid nic Phearsoinn (MKA Elspeth Christianson)
C3808 Heartland Hills Rd, Stratford, WI 54484
715-687-4870 ealasaid@fibernetcc.com
Deputy Chronicler: vacant
Chatelaine: Lord Alessandro of Falcon’s Keep (MKA Jason Welker)
104 Florence St, Wausau, WI
715-297-0718 chaosgeneral@charter.net
Deputy Chatelaines: Lord Gabriel Michalik
Web Minister: Lady Reina Gunnora (MKA Raynee Randall)
1934 Eva Rd Apt 5, Mosinee, WI 54455
715-572-3079 reina_gunnora@yahoo.com
Deputy Web Minister: Guinevere Aloisia of Falcon's Keep
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