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Disclaimer
This is The Mewsletter and it is published on behalf of the Shire of Falcon’s
Keep and the student members of Falcon’s Gate, the central WI chapter of the Society for
Creative Anachronism (SCA). It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc. and does not
delineate SCA policies. For official publications, contact SCA, Inc., Offices of the
Registry, PO Box 36073, Milpitas, CA 95036-0743.
Submissions are accepted until the 15th of the previous month, preferably as a
Word document inserted into an email. Send to both the Chronicler and Deputy Chronicler.
The last Thursday of the previous month is the mailing date. Submissions are the property
of the contributor and may not be used without permission of the author or artist. Contact
the Chronicler for further information.
The Mewsletter is published monthly. It is available from Elspeth Christianson,
C3808 Heartland Hills Rd, Stratford WI 54484. Written subscriptions are $1.00 per issue
or $10 per year and electronic subscriptions are $5. All subscriptions expire in December.
Back issues are available for $1.00 each. Make checks payable to SCA Shire of Falcon’s
Keep and send to the Exchequer for processing.
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Greetings from
your Seneschal!
Greeting KeepersI would like to start my monthly letter by
thanking the many people who helped with Poorman's Pensic. There
were so many people that came forward to lend their time and efforts
to make sure we had another great event. Thank you! I would also
like to thank Lady Sadhbh for all her time and effort putting on the
event. Thank you also for stepping forward and taking on such a large
project. Thank you to those who lent vehicles to transport needed
items. Thank you to our event staff, fire marshalls, security
volunteers, troll volunteers, criers, and chirurgeon volunteers.
Without you we would not have an event. Thank you one and all!!
As we move on to our last event this year we will have more time to
work on arts and sciences. If any one has anything they are especially
interested in please let some one know, or post on the message board
so we can try to plan some after meeting A&S projects. Also if you
have some thing you wish to share with others please send an e-mail
or post.
At our last moot we reviewed Poorman's and added to the event
packet for the next Autocrat. We clarifyed that we as a Shire would
pay for the extra night stay for TRH and TRM. We also discuseed the
general scedule for coronation. The September moot will be in
Marshfield, October will be in Wausau, and November will be in
Wisconsin Rapids. We are still looking for someone to host the moot
in November. If interested please send an e-mail or let me know at
the next moot.
Also as a side note if you can't make it to a meeting the meeting
agenda will be posted on the message board before the meetings. If
there any items to be voted on proxy votes can be posted, or
comments and concerns can be posted there.
YIS. Lady Mary, Seneschal of Falcon's Keep
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The Chronicler’s
Quill
Greetings onto the folk of the Shire of Falcon’s Keep,
I have been very busy over the summer and have had less time
to spend with my fellow Keepers than I would like. I have, however,
had wonderful experiences both medieval and mundane. Poor Man’s,
what I saw of it, was great this year and I want to add my personal
thanks to Lady Sadhbh and others who stepped in at the last minute.
Guttorm and I also had a chance to attend some wonderful classes at
Vesterheim in Decorah Iowa which, although not strictly medieval,
certainly helped us to work our way backwards from Norwegian folk
art (building and warp-weighted loom weaving) back toward Viking
age work. If any have tried to reach me during August, I apologize
for being mundanely occupied first with a medical meeting and later
backpacking on glaciers in Alaska. Both trips were great, but it’s
time to be home and focus on coronation and beyond.
Again thanks go to those who are consistent with their
Mewsletter contributions. We really need more in the way of event
reports, personna stores. and A&S as well as cover art. This is your
chance to have your work published on a small scale, and I wish more
of you would take advantage of this opportunity!
If you do not yet subscribe to the Mewsletter, it is never too
late. This years Mewsletter is available at reduced subscription prices
of $10 for paper and $5 for electronic (prorated for issues missed).
(We must bill for both electronic and paper since both help to support
the required copies to royalty and corporate officers). Subscriptions
should be sent to the Exchequer.
Yours in service, ealasaid
cover: Guttorm and Grindbygningen at Vesterheim see p 8
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Anachronist’s Book Reviews
Kate Sedley has given us another dose of Rodger the Chapman
with her newest novel The Three Kings of Cologne.
A body is found on the site of a space being cleared for an
almshouse. The discovery of the 20 year old mysterious crime
has the Alderman John Foster asking for Rodger’s help. Rodger
sets out to discover the identity of the three men who had last
been seen with the victim, shortly before she had disappeared.
Rodger for the first time accepts funds for his sleuthing skills.
This tale takes place in the early spring of 1481 Edward the IV is
king the place is in and around the port of Bristol.
Ruled Britannia, a novel of Alternative History was written by
Harry Turtledove. As many of you know my reading habits are
not predictable but I seldom mention works of fantasy fiction.
The author of Ruled Britannia takes us to what might have been
the London of 1600, here we meet William Shakespeare, Kit
Marlow and others involved in the theater. King Phillip is in ill
health, Will is paid to write a play celebrating his life at the same
time he has been asked to writ a play to remind the British that
they were once free men. Turtledove has lifted many a well
known bits of plays and poetry to fill out this tale. Having found
many words used differently then we do now I found myself
reaching for a reference of mine more then once. Through the
years I have found my Dictionary of Word Origins comes in very
handy when dealing with the Bard.
Lady Eve of Lynn
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Ask Alex
Everyone is talking about this
Coronation event we are doing.
What’s the big deal?
On September 8 the Shire of Falcon’s Keep will be hosting the
fall Coronation for the Kingdom
of Northshield. This is when the current King and Queen will
step down, and the Stellar Prince and Princess will become the
new King and Queen. It is a very special day for these people and
it up to us, as the hosting group, to help make it an experience
they will remember. Coronations will normally have two courts.
There will be the last court of the current King and Queen, and
later, the first court of the new King and Queen. Another thing
that is common at Coronation is people wearing great garb. Many
people will wear their best outfits, or wear clothing appropriate to
the area and time period of the incoming Royalty.
Each Coronation is a bit different, based on the wishes of the incoming royal couple. The schedule and events of the day are determined by them, not us. Our job is the logistics. We take care
of any site issues, organizing and serving feast, running troll and
all the other things that make an event go smoothly. We will be
having quite a few additional things happening on September 8.
Their Highnesses have requested classes, an invitational Arts and
Sciences exhibit and also invitational tournaments for both armored and rapier. The A & S will actually have two sections.
One is a display of works by the Laurels (highest SCA honor for
the arts & sciences) of Northshield. The other section will have
entries from individuals sponsored by Laurels. Each person at the
event will be able to vote for their favorite work.

7

There will be many people at Coronation who are wearing
crowns. Depending on the type of crown, there are different
forms of address. The King and Queen are addressed as Your
Majesty, and they wear crowns of gold. The Prince and Princess
wear silver crowns and are addressed as Your Highness. When
Royalty pass a bow or curtsy is appropriate. When walking by
the thrones, even if they are unoccupied, it is a courtesy to bow
as you pass by.
A crown that is embattled (like the top of a castle), is the sign of
a Count or Countess. They have been King and Queen once. A
Viscount or Viscountess has been Prince and Princess of a Principality. They wear crowns with 6 semi-circles around the top
edge. The other type of crown you will most likely see has 6
points toped with pearls or some type of round object. This is
the crown of a Baron or Baroness. All of these individuals are
addressed as Your Excellency.
If you are courteous and respectful a minor slip up is not normally a big thing. There will be a person at information and feel
free to ask any Shire member if you have any questions. A Coronation is a big, wonderful event. I hope all of you will be able to
make it!
Alex
Tune in next time for the answers to more questions. If you have
anything you don’t understand or feel uncomfortable asking
someone, sent it to me at terris@tznet.com
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Grindbygningen by Guttorm Arnesson
I took a course in Grindbygningen. This typical Norwegian
timber framing technique is the building technique the Viking
used before log construction moved in from the east. As log
construction became popular, the Grindbygningen was used in
out buildings, and continued to be used until this last century.
These building were very sturdy, standing for centuries even
though the construction techniques did not use any nails. About
1980, the Grindbygningen was resurrected in Norway, so that
the technique was not lost. Today there is continued interest
with new outbuildings being built with this technique.
The course was taught by Kare Herfindal from Norway who
wrote the book on Grindbygningen, as well as other books on
hand working techniques in wood. Kare has constructed many
new buildings with this technique, as well as having studied
the technique in old buildings. This was the first time the
Grindbygningen technique was taught at Vesterheim, so I assume it is also the first time it was taught in the US. We build a
10’ by 18’ building. The wood was purchased by the Decorah
parks department, and the building will eventually by transported to a park in the city. There were 10 students in the class.
Several of the students were professional contractors and

The joint used in Grindbygningen between the stav
and the bete which form the
grind.

The stavlaegje supports the
sperre, the rafters, in a series
of grooves so that no nails are
needed to fasten the sperre to
the stavlaegje.
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Setting up the first grind.

The three grinds with the
stavlaegje in place

The braces, skraband, used a
dove tail joint construction.

Next we installed the sperre,
or rafters

The completed Grindbygningen
ready for the roof and sides.

Here is a close up of the joint
at the top of the stav showing
how the sperre fits on the
stavlaegje.
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We all signed the construction with our initials

We also carved symbols in the
stav to keep out evil spirits.
This symbol stands for the virgin Mary, and is typically
used on Grindbygningens.

This was a course sponsoered by the Vesterheim Norwegian Cultural
Museum in Decorah, Iowa. Following the course Guttorm built a smaller
building which he plans to bring to camping events.
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Coronation News

Greetings unto the good people of Northshield,
The volunteer page is now available on the Coronation
webpages. Please show everyone your support by helping
out the event staff in their areas. This is a large event and
much help is needed to make this a success, so we will
need everyone to lend a hand. Just volunteering an hour of
your time can help tremendously. If you know of others
that can help please relay the available times to them and
email me a response so their names may be posted for that
area.
We are also in need of people to teach classes at Coronation. We would like to have teachers of early irish topics
but at this point we are now opening it up to whoever
would like to just teach. Please let me know if you are interested.
Also, we are currently organizing some gift baskets for the
Royalty, both TRM and TRH. If you would like to contribute an item please contact Lady Isabeau
(3230knut@tznet.com) regarding this area. It can be something a small item you made, something you purchased or
an item to help them during their reign. Be sure to attached
a small card with your information to the item so it is
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known of all the generous people contributing.

Coronation continued
If you do plan to attend the event, we are asking everyone to bring banners and colors to display over our
large atrium area. Please bring extra string to tie them
up with. Display your device proudly and help us
show the great diversity of our beautiful kingdom.
Don't forget to check out the site for the ever
changing details of Coronation. Information is added on
a weekly basis. Thanks again for your assistance.
YIS,
Reina G

POOR MAN’S PENNSIC THANKS

Lady Sadhbh

O’Blacksmith
would like to thank all who
helped to make the recent Poor
Man’s Pennsic a success!
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CALENDAR
September 2007
8 Northshield Fall Coronation [Falcon’s Keep-Wisc Rapids, WI]
13-16 CeCil’s Siege III [Svatý Sebesta - Vermillion, SD]
21-23 Siege the Day III [Shattered Oak-Hixton, WI]
29 30th Baronial Birthday [Windhaven-Green Bay, WI]

October 2997
13 Fall Crown Tournament [Noiregarde-Lead SD]
20 Otsukimi-Japanese Event [Tor aerie-Roseville, MN]
27 Masquerade II [Dreibruken-Bismarck, ND]

November 2007
16-18 Fogmoon (A Norse Event)[Silfren Mere-Altura MN]
30-Dec2 Known World Academy of Rapier [Nordskogen-Mpls
MN]

December 2007
8 Boar’s Head-A Boar’s Tale [Caer Anterth Mawr-West Bend WI]

January 2008
12 Dutch Treat [Castel Rouge- Winnipeg, MB]
19 Twelfth Night [Nordskogen-Bloomington, MN]

26 It’s only a flesh wound [Jararvellir-Jefferson, WI]
February 2008
2 Shattered Oak Celebrates 20 Yrs! [Chippewa Falls, WI]
26 Fighter’s School [Windhaven, Kimberly, WI]

Fighter practice:
Sept 3 No Practice
Practices at UWSP will resume Sept 10 or 17
Please see website or email from Lady Alex.
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September Moot
Saturday September 15, 1 pm
at the home of
THLs Alexandra and Janvier der Wasserman
623 N Ash Ave
Marshfield WI 54449
715-384-9298
Topics for discussion
Event review, upcoming inventories, Haire Affaire
Janvier will be firing up his forge and pounding on some metal
for those who care to join in..

Directions
From Hwy 97, go into town until you get to Franklin (just past
Family Video) and turn left. Go 4 blocks.
From Hwy 13, take Veterans Parkway until Vine (stoplight after
you go over Peach). Go right until Becker, take a right until Ash,
and Take left to the end of the block.

Web pages of interest:
www.sca.org
www.northshield.org
www.falconskeep.org
www.uwsp.edu/stuorg/falcon/index.htm
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Officers of Falcon’s Keep
Seneschal: Mary of Falcon’s Keep (MKA Mary Welker)
104 Florence St, Wausau, WI
715-297-0718 venom@charter.net
Deputy Seneschal: Lord Justinian
Pursuivant: Lord Grimr inn Harfagri (MKA Dennis Russell)
851 East Rd, Rib Lake, WI 54470
715-427-0402 grimr_fairhair@yahoo.com
Deputy Pursuivant: vacant
Exchequer: Lady Isabeau of Winter Rose (MKA Alyce Knutson)
3230 Reber Dr, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
715-421-0953 3230knut@tznet.com
Deputy Exchequer: Maebh de Blancheville
Knights Marshall: Lord Robert the Mase
mase@charter.net, 715-347-4999
Marshall of Fence:
THLady Alexandra der Wasserman (MKA Terri Harteau)
623 N Ash Ave, Marshfield, WI 54449
715-384-9298 terris@tznet.com
Marshall of Archery: vacant
Minister of Arts & Sciences:
Rawnie de Douglas (MKA Ronda Douglas)
161 5th St N, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
715-254-9106 benronda@charter,net
Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences: Oz the Baker
Minister of Youth: vacant
Chronicler:
Mistress Ealasaid nic Phearsoinn (MKA Elspeth Christianson)
C3808 Heartland Hills Rd, Stratford, WI 54484
715-687-4870 ealasaid@fibernetcc.com
Deputy Chronicler: Lady Emily Ambrose
Chatelaine: Alessandro of Falcon’s Keep (MKA Jason Welker)
104 Florence St, Wausau, WI
715-297-0718 chaosgeneral@charter.net
Deputy Chatelaines: Lord Gabriel Michalik
Web Minister: Lady Reina Gunnora (MKA Raynee Randall)
1934 Eva Rd Apt 5, Mosinee, WI 54455
715-572-3079 reina_gunnora@yahoo.com
Deputy Web Minister: Guinevere Aloisia of Falcon's Keep

16

The Mewsletter
Elspeth Christianson
C3808 Heartland Hills Road
Stratford, WI 54484

September 2007

